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Open letter to home secretary 
Amber Rudd 


Dear Ms Rudd 


I write to congratulate you on your fast response, since you took office last year, to 
concerns over the growth of far right extremist organisations and terrorist cells. 


We welcome the fact that you have carried on the process, started by your predecessors, 
of excluding extreme right international speakers and fundraisers who attempt to enter 
the UK to address meetings of around a dozen small but very dangerous organisations, 
out of the over 130 far right extremist Sroups currently functioning in the UK. 


there and in London, which bring together some of the world’s leading academics and 
practitioners in the field. 


? 


Mayor of London in your choice for this very important post. 


I hope your department will take a fresh look at th 
Prevent 


Finally I would urge you to read Searchlight’s open statement, ‘More Questions than 
Answers’ published in the winter 2016 issue of our magazine and on our website at 
searchlightmagazine.com /2016/12/ more-questions-than-answers-a-searchlight- 
investigation, in Tesponse to the murder of Jo Cox MP. 


Yours sincerely 


Dr Gerry Gable 


DUniv (University of Northampton) MA (Crim, Middlesex University) 
Co-director Searchlight Research Associates 


ry 


Behind closed doors 


ive years ago Searchlight decided to take a close 

look at two Nazi publishing and retail outfits, 

Arktos Media and Wermod & Wermod. We 

monitored their formation and the growth of 

their activity of peddling and preaching National 
Socialism from very soon after Arktos’s inception in India, 
when an American and a Dane set up a publishing house 
that expounded a sinister mixture of ideas based on an 
extreme form of German-style National Socialism and a 
racial and occultist form of extreme Hinduism. 

On 25 February this year, they and their followers from 
the US, Europe and Russia held their 9th Identitarian 
Conference in Stockholm. We received early warning of 
the conference and its participants and have produced a 
200-page dossier that reveals their financial sponsorship 
by Swedish industrialists and Russians with very 
deep pockets, as well as at least two US millionaires, one of 
whom is a close friend and political ally of Steve Bannon, 
president Trump’s chief strategic adviser. 

We were already a long way into our investigation and 
analysis, making use of the material we had gathered in the 
previous five years, but we decided to 
make some of it available to two major 


stations, as well as shutting down the hostile propaganda 
outlets of overseas powers. I have written an open letter 
— reproduced opposite — to home secretary Amber Rudd, 
seeking to discuss these issues. 

As we were preparing this issue of Searchlight news 
reached us of another devils’ alliance. That once-liberal 
body linked to the Conservative party, the Bow Group, 
decided to invite the TBG to join them at a dinner on 9 
March at the Royal Air Force club in London. The dinner 
was being held in honour of Tony Abbott, former prime 
minister of Australia. 

An invitation to TBG members was signed off by the 
TBG’s vice-president, Gregory Lauder-Frost. This former 
criminal features in our dossier as he is now the British 
director of Arktos Media and has attracted the interest of 
a Russian think tank called Katehon, which lists former 
senior KGB and current intelligence officers on its board 
plus the leading extreme right theorist Aleksandr Dugin. 

It’s nice to know that we get important things right. Six 
years ago Searchlight produced an in-depth study of far 
right terrorism in the UK. Our report, Lone Wolves: Myth or 

Reality, took the firm view that the idea 
of the “lone wolf” terrorist was almost 


news agencies based in the US and UK The governme nt must launch always a myth spread by a careless 


as well as media colleagues in Sweden. 


media and some academics and police 


Material based on this dossier a SUS tain . d inve sti g atio Nn into officers. Our conclusion was based 
is included in this magazine (see eee as on the fact that far right and other 
pages 20-25). We hope you will the a ctivitie sO f g rou p ssuc h as extremists were increasingly using 


read it and help to ensure a wide Traditional Britain Grou D, the ___ theinternet to spread their political 


distribution among people willing to 


ideology and to make available the 


defend democracy and drive these Lo iw | do n Fo rum, G ener atio n means to carry out terror attacks. The 


encouragers of far right terrorism and 
hatred back under their rocks. 

The English Defence League, Britain 
First and other far right extremist 
activist groups are being confronted on the streets of the UK, 
but it is also necessary to shine a searchlight on the more 
dangerous enemies who hide away behind closed doors. 

The government must stop tinkering with this problem 
and launch a sustained investigation into the activities 
of groups such as Traditional Britain Group (TBG), the 
London Forum and its regional groups, Generation 
Identity — which is especially active in higher education 
— and Arktos Media, and their websites, radio and TV 
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tragic events in Westminster on 22 


Ide ntity and Ar ktos M e dia March only serve to reinforce the case 


that there is no such thing as a “lone 
wolf”. The contradictory statements 
flowing from parliament and the police revealed a serious 
gulf between thinking officers and politicians and those 
trying to defend the now discredited Prevent programme. 
For everyone’s sake, let’s hope the new Metropolitan Police 
commissioner and the home secretary will step in to demand 
a more intelligence-led approach to terrorism in our country, 
from whichever source it comes. e 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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By Gerry Gable 


Migrants 
& refugees 
welcome 


Photos: Daphne Liddle (main pic) and Dean Ryan 


Anti-fascists turn up to shut out Nazis 


nti-fascists mobilised 
against Nazi activities in 
several parts of Britain on 25 


February, while the international Nazi 
movement was meeting in Stockholm. 
In Dalston, east London, LD50 — a 

newly opened “art gallery” dedicated 
to the so called “alt-right” — had to 
pull down its metal shutters to keep 
out a 200-strong group of anti-fascists 
demanding its closure. 

In an attempt to wind up the 
anti-fascist protesters, a solitary 
young man stood with his back to 
the shutters holding up a piece of 
cardboard containing a few lines 
about “freedom of expression”. He 
had brought along a photographer 
and a second person with a video 
camera, who were clearly hoping to 
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Around 30,000 


joined the Stand 
Up to Racism 
demo (main), 
while anti-fascists 
marched after 
protesting outside 
the LD50 “gallery” 
- with its blue 
shutters down 


see him martyred by those terrible 
people telling him to clear off. 

But despite their anger, the 
anti-fascists did not lay a finger on 
him. This, of course, is not the way the 
fascists treat their victims — mainly 
Muslim women — these days. 

On their way to the shuttered shop, 
anti-fascist marchers passed the top of 
Ridley Road market, the scene of post- 
war battles between Oswald Mosley’s 
Union Movement and the anti-fascist 
activist 43 Group, consisting mainly of 
ex-service people, in the 1940s. When 
Mosley attempted to return there in 
1962 he was knocked to the ground. 

Among the many local people on 
the march through Dalston, some 
were chanting, “43 Group, 62 Group. 
Fascists, we are coming for you.” It’s 


nice to know the area still has a sense 
of its own anti-fascist history. 

Meanwhile, in Telford, Britain First 
fascists waited in vain for their guest, 
an antisemitic priest from Poland to 
show up. Father Jacek Miedlar was 
banned from public speaking last year 
by his Catholic order, the Vincentian 
Fathers, because of his racist speeches 
at extremist nationalist rallies. But 
he is still trying to promote hatred of 
Jews wherever he can. 

Searchlight, however, rained on 
Britain First’s parade by circulating 
information beforehand that this 
character and two of his fellow 
antisemites were earlier set to attend 
a film show at a Polish Club in 
Slough. Searchlight’s excellent Polish 
intelligence-gatherers had tipped 


Spring 2017 


© standupt 
©) @antira 


Q: tand U 


4] 


us off and we had, via the media, 
contacted the Home Office. 

The result of our action was that 
Miedlar turned up alone at Stansted 
airport, where he was detained by the 
Border Agency and deported. For more 
on Miedlar and the Polish fascists’ tour, 
see panel, right. 

There were about 200 Britain First 
supporters in Telford and slightly 
fewer anti-fascists, who were angry 
that three of their number were 
arrested while the Nazis got away with 
inflammatory speeches calling for 
action against “Muslim monsters”. 

But in Rotherham, hundreds of 
anti-fascists turned out to outnumber 
and see off the English Defence 
League (see full report, page 9). 

The fascists numbers are small — 
especially compared with the 30,000 
people who marched on the huge 
Stand Up to Racism demonstration in 
central London on 18 March. 
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Polish fascists’ plan for 
European tour is foiled 


Jacob Fleming reports 


around Europe in February and March, aiming to build a following 

among the Polish diaspora. One of these was Jacek Miedlar, a priest 
who is notorious in Poland for his radical homophobia, Islamophobia, 
openly antisemitic speeches and his support for the National Radical Camp 
(ONR), a Nazi organisation. 

Miedlar targeted Britain, where he was due to speak in Slough and to meet 
members of Britain First in Telford — although he was prevented from entering 
the country after Searchlight exposed his plans. Miedlar has said that “the 
biggest enemies of world are Jewish imperialists and masons” and that “Islam 
is an ideology of evil”. He urges on the victory of “non-compromised national- 
Catholic radicalism” and calls for “zero tolerance for Jewish-cowardice”. 

Leszek Zebrowski and Tadeusz Pluzanski were planning to hold a meeting 
in the library of the Catholic Church in Oslo set up by Narodowcy RP, an 
organisation started by Marian Kowalski who ran in presidential elections as 
a candidate for the fascist Ruch Narodowy (National Movement) alliance. 


Intervention 


But after the successful intervention of anti-racists, including Poles based 
in Oslo, the event did not take place. 

Zebrowski is a notorious racist linked to Ruch Narodowy. He is a 
member of the committee for the so-called “Independence march”, which 
is led by fascists on Poland’s official Independence Day in November. He is 
also a “Jedwabne denier” — someone who denies the fact that Polish people 
attended when 340 Jewish people were locked in a barn and burned to 
death in the town of Jedwabne, eastern Poland, in 1941. In recent years he 
has also fronted the racist campaigns against refugees in Poland. 

Pluzanski is his party colleague and often gives lectures to far right 
activists both on his own and with Zebrowski. 

The tour was pegged around 1 March — a date marked by Polish 
nationalists to commemorate the so-called “cursed soldiers”, 
anti-communist partisans in post-war Poland who were also responsible 
for crimes against civilians, including Holocaust survivors. 


a fs hree fascist and antisemitic activists from Poland staged a tour 
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Reports round-up 5y Gerry Gable 


Battle over future of Mussolini monument,as 
anti-fascists call for new museum of liberation 


By Alfio Bernabei 


I ocal authorities in Italy 
are planning to refurbish 
Mussolini’s notorious “House 
of Fascism” in Predappio — and 
anti-fascists are urging that the 
building be turned into a museum of 
liberation. 

Eighty years ago this April, in the 
same week in 1937 as German and 
Italian planes bombed the Basque city 
of Guernica, the House of Fascism was 
inaugurated with a dance event in his 
hometown, Predappio, northern Italy. 

Built to glorify fascism, and 
with Mussolini’s bloody invasion 
of Ethiopia taking place in the 
background, this is perhaps the 
most emblematic building of the 
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Mussolini's 
notorious “House 
of Fascism” in 
Predappio 


fascist dictatorship in Italy and of 
fascist propaganda. The building was 
constructed in the mid-1930s and 
its size reveals it was meant to be 
something more than a mere town 
branch of Mussolini’s fascist party. 
The building dominates the 
main square in Predappio with its 
huge portal and tower. Its design 
and facade materials turn it into 
a monument to Predappio’s most 
prominent resident and to the 
Mussolini regime. 
The building was left abandoned 
for decades, but plans have now been 
announced by the local authority for 


its refurbishment using public money. 


But Predappio is already a magnet 
for thousands of visiting fascists. 
The UK branch of Anpi, the Italian 


National Association of Partisans, 
has put forward a proposal to turn 
the iconic building into a Museum 

of Liberation, celebrating the fight 
against fascism and Nazism during 
the Second World War, and a 
monument to the people’s liberation 
from the fascist regime in April 1945. 

We suggest the portal should be 
turned into the shape of the letter L 
for liberta — freedom in Italian. 

We propose to turn one of the wings 
into a museum remembering the 
violence of fascism. The opposite wing 
should be returned to residents, as a 
library, study centre and community 
centre for people of all ages. 


= For details, see youtube.com/ 
watch?v=zKZZ5d7JWo8s 
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EDL sent on its way in Rotherham 


otherham MP Sarah 
R Champion joined around 
400 Unite Against Fascism 
demonstrators as they saw off 70 
bedraggled English Defence League 
fascists from the town on 25 February. 
The MP called for unity against 
the hate and division brought by the 
fascists, which had already led to the 
cancellation of a meeting of a new 
LGBT group planned for the same day. 
It was the 17th fascist incursion into 
Rotherham in the past two and a half 
years. The fascists have attempted to 
whip up racism following the child sex 
exploitation scandal that hit the town. 
Before the latest fascist march child 
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abuse survivors had written a letter to 
the Home Office, calling for the EDL 
and other fascist groups to “leave the 
town alone”. 

Other speakers at the UAF rally 
included members of the Rotherham 
12 — a group of Asian men who were 
arrested after a previous anti-racist 
demo — along with the newly launched 
Sisters for Peace group, Stand Up 
to Racism, people from the Yemeni 
community, trade unionists and local 
councillors. 

A meeting of about 180 people 
called by the Rotherham 12 campaign 
ended with a large group marching 
down with their banner to join 


Rotherham MP 


Sarah Campion 
(bottom left) 
joined anti-fascist 
demonstrators in 
the town 


the UAF protest. Rotherham UAF 
convenor Phil Turner said afterwards, 
“Tt was a great day of solidarity and 
unity. The Nazis were yet again 
facilitated by South Yorkshire Police 
— even after a racist murder, the 
Rotherham 12 being found innocent 
and four EDL in jail for violent 
disorder.” 

He added, “The EDL and other 
fascist groups are small and desperate. 
But they look across Europe and hope 
Donald Trump and Theresa May’s 
racist demonisation of Muslims and 
attacks on migrants and refugees will 
see them revive. But unity in action 
has sent them packing yet again.” 
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brothers: 


Carlo and Nello Rosselli were at the heart of resistance to Mussolini. Eighty years on, 
their murder highlights grim truths about post-war Italy, writes Alfio Bernabei 


t is nearly 80 years since the Rosselli brothers 

were murdered in a double assassination, probably 

ordered by Mussolini. The 80th anniversary of the 

Italian anti-fascists’ deaths, in June, will reverberate 

with extra significance at a time when current events 
and political developments evoke in many observers the 
period on the 1930s when fascism was on the rise across 
Europe. In those years brave anti-fascists sought to stem 
the fascist tide, risking their lives and calling for support 
that they didn’t get — not enough. 

The double murder of Carlo and Nello Rosselli could have 
been a triple killing if Marion Cave, Carlo’s English-born 
wife, had not boarded a train just a few hours earlier. This 
wasn’t simply an act of revenge by the fascists. It was part of 
a strategy to suppress criticism of fascism and its methods. 

Carlo had to be eliminated not only because he was a 
sworn enemy of fascism but because he had the means 
to disseminate news the regime didn’t want published or 
known to the public at large. 

The movement he had created around the newspaper 
he edited, Giustizia e Liberta — Justice and Liberty — was 
becoming an obstacle to Mussolini’s ambition to spread 
fascism across the rest of Europe and in the Americas. At 
the time it wasn’t Germany but Italy, the cradle of fascism, 
that had plans to transplant its political innovation 
internationally. 


Across borders 


The internationalisation of fascism had been in Mussolini’s 
mind from the beginning. He and his cohorts in the early 
1920s, including the National Fascist Party secretary, 
Michele Bianchi, actively encouraged it. Proof of what 
could be achieved in terms of organised evangelisation 
across borders was provided by the city state on its 
doorstep: the Vatican, through the Catholic Church. 

The development of the press offered new tools 
to enhance the power of propaganda. The cinema, 
in particular, enabled for the first time the kinetic 
visualisation of the glories of the Roman Empire, albeit 
recreated in film studios. Insignia swayed in the wind and 
the fascio, the emblematic bundle, was seen raised and 
glorified on cinema screens. Propaganda could be made 
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Carlo Rosselli 
(second left) with 
brother Nello 
(first right) and 
colleagues from 
Giustizia e Liberta 


potently attractive. And there was sound, via the radio. 

Italy was uniquely placed in this process of reaching 
out to the world. It was a country of emigration. Around 
30 million people lived in the country. Another 10 million 
Italians lived outside its borders. Fascism was quick to spot 
the potential of colonies in various parts of Europe and in 
North and South America, and it took to referring to this 
“Second Italy” as an “army”. 

Events in Britain provide an example that this was more 
than mere words. Dozens of branches of the Italian fascist 
party were set up in towns such as London, Birmingham, 
Glasgow, Manchester, Southampton, Bristol, Cardiff, Oxford 
and Dundee. 

There were paramilitary parades with fascist salutes at 
Edgware stadium, north London, and paramilitary training 
at a Mussolini camp near Maidstone, Kent. Boasting over the 
advance of fascism increased: the Italian fascist newspaper in 
Britain, Italia Nostra, maintained that Italian fascism could 
mobilise 6,000 people in London. 

Mussolini was also helping to finance Oswald Mosley’s 
British Union of Fascists. This happened at a time when 
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movements inspired by Italian fascism were emerging 
across Europe — in the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain and 
France — while in Germany Adolf Hitler was turning from 
an admiring disciple of Mussolini into a Nazi leader. 

In this scenario it was first and foremost the hundreds 
of Italians who had fled their country to take refuge abroad 
who led a militant anti-fascist movement. Mussolini had 
personally written to Scotland Yard when he came to 
power, referring to a secret agreement to allow surveillance 
of anti-fascists by his regime. He soon constructed a 
massive apparatus, with hundreds of spies and informers. 


Pressure 


Mussolini put further pressure on the British government 

to keep watch on anti-fascist activities after Violet Gibson’s 
attempt to kill him in 1926 and kept insisting on the need for 
close monitoring, after attempts on his life in 1931 and 1932 
appeared to be linked to Italians in London’s Soho. 

Evidence that Scotland Yard and MI6 kept files on the 
British branch of the anti-fascist Italian League for the 
Rights of Man (LIDU) can be seen at the Public Record 
Office. Among those listed in the documents is Carlo 
Rosselli, who was suspected of wanting to buy an aeroplane 
to be used in anti-fascist activities. There was truth in this. 

Carlo was born in Rome, in November 1899, to a wealthy 
Italian Jewish family. They had links with a family in 
Britain, dating back to the times when Giuseppe Mazzini, 
the politician and activist behind the unification of Italy, 


Italy's fascist 
dictator 


In 1926 Carlo was arrested in Italy. He 
escaped in 1929 and reached Paris. It was 
here that he set up a movement to gather 
together Italian anti-fascists in exile 


lived in London in exile in the 1840s. 

Carlo was an anti-fascist from the start. Soon after the 
June 1924 assassination of the socialist MP, Giacomo 
Matteotti, by a gang of fascists, Carlo travelled to London, 
probably with a view to asking for moral and financial 
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Benito Mussolini, 


assistance from the Labour Party — precisely what Matteotti 
himself had asked for during his visit to London two months 
before he was killed. In 1926 Carlo was arrested in Italy and 
sent to a penal island to be kept under house arrest. He 
escaped in July 1929 and reached Paris. It was here that 
he began to set up a movement to gather together Italian 
anti-fascists in exile with a view to preparing for a return to 
Italy to mount resistance against the regime. 

This was proving impossible. Surveillance on anti- 
fascist activities through spies in every corner was so total 
and effective that even inside families there could be no 
certainty that one person would not betray another. A recent 
book by Michael Ebner, Ordinary Violence in Mussolini's 
Italy, offers an excellent explanation of how this state 
of generalised fear that split society — the key to fascist 
subjugation — was obtained. 

From Paris, Carlo continued to seek support in 
London. He was in correspondence with William Gillies, 
the international secretary of the Labour Party. During 
his visits he would also contact Italians in exile. He 
encouraged the revival of the Matteotti Committee that in 
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1932 turned into the Women’s Matteotti Committee, led 
by socialist and women’s rights activist Sylvia Pankhurst, 
whose companion was the Italian Silvio Corio. 

It was partly through such contacts that, following the 
fascist invasion of Ethiopia, Pankhurst’s newspaper New 
Times and Ethiopia News came about. Pankhurst’s son, 
Richard, told me how after the Rossellis’ assassination the 
newspaper adopted the symbol of the flaming sword on 
its masthead, which was taken from Giustizia e Libertad. 
Richard also told me how Rosselli was partly behind 
the idea of having leaflets printed on rice paper in London 
to be sent to Italian soldiers in Ethiopia, inviting them 
to defect. 

One factor that prompted Mussolini’s closest associates 
to conclude that Carlo’s activities must be stopped was 
undoubtedly the increasingly high profile that Giustizia e 
Libertad was acquiring and its success in exposing fascist 
fake news, particularly with regard to the civil war in Spain. 
As early as August 1936 Carlo had helped to bring together 
the first group of Italians who joined the International 
Brigades. He was the author of a major speech broadcast 
from Radio Barcelona under the title “Spain Today, Italy 
Tomorrow’, which became a popular slogan. 

He later published a scoop that truly shocked the regime 
in Italy. It consisted of letters written by around 300 
Italian so-called “Mussolini volunteers” who had been 
made prisoners in Spain after the disastrous retreat at 
Guadalajara. These letters, addressed to their families, 
made clear that far from being the “valiant Blackshirts” 
portrayed by the regime, they were poor people who had 
accepted going to fight in Spain in the hope of earning a bit 
of money — some had been duped into thinking that they 
were being sent to “conquered” Ethiopia. 

Mussolini’s foreign minister, Costanzo Ciano, wrote how 
Mussolini told him to retaliate by having captured Italian 
members of the International Brigades shot dead — “all 
of them” — a strong hint that Rosselli himself had to be 
eliminated on account of his activities. 

This was understood by those responsible for the Italian 
Military Intelligence Service (SIM), especially the branch 
charged with monitoring and counteracting the activities of 
Italian anti-fascists abroad through a network of informers 
that never missed a move. Every speech given by Rosselli 
was reported to Rome. On one occasion four different spies 
were present in the same room, taking down every word. 

We know that the assassination of the two brothers was 


It could also be argued that it was 

the Italians who might have offered 
weapons, in exchange for the killing of 
anti-fascists on French soil - like Carlo 


the work of French members of “La Cagoule”, officially 
called Comité secret d’action révolutionnaire (Secret 
Committee of Revolutionary Action), a group that used 
violence to promote its activities from 1935 to 1941. The 
Cagoule’s model was Italian fascism. 

Italian documents appear to indicate that it was Cagoule 
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activists in need of large quantities of weapons who first 
contacted the Italians. But it could also be argued that 

it was the Italians who might have offered weapons, in 
exchange for the killing of anti-fascists on French soil — 
like Carlo. Mutually beneficial meetings were arranged in 
Nice, Montecarlo and Italy. 

Some papers concerning the Cagoulards are still under 
lock and key in France. Given the association with that 
group of a young Francois Mitterrand, later to become 
president of France, such secrecy might have been 
inevitable. But so long after his death historians are 
wondering what else there is to know. Are the perpetrators’ 
names to be protected on the Italian side now, rather than 
on the French side? 

The facts are that in June 1937, having tracked Carlo 
Rosselli’s movements via Italian spies who had befriended 
him, two cars with Cagoulards on board drove to Bagnoles- 
de-L’Orne, in Normandy, where Carlo and his brother Nello, 
who had also earlier been under house arrest in Italy for 
anti-fascist activities, were due to spend a few days. Carlo’s 
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wife, Marion, was also there. But she decided to return to 
Paris, which probably saved her life when the brothers were 
later ambushed. Some shots were fired but the Rossellis 
were finished off with knives. There is a scene in Bernardo 
Bertolucci’s The Conformist, based on this killing, that has 
the power to send chills down the spine. 

All the Cagoulards involved in the murder and its 
preparation were later identified. Some fled France for 
Italy or other destinations abroad, while some were put on 
trial. Some of these were condemned and received prison 
sentences. But, ultimately, all escaped the maximum 
penalty for their crime. 


Cleared 


One of the leaders, Joseph Darnand, was executed in 
1945 — but that was because he had by then become an 
officer with the Waffen SS. In Italy, too, a large group was 
put on trial between 1944 and 1949. They accused one 
another and contradicted each other, making it easier for 
their lawyers to avoid serious sentences. Even those who 
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received the harshest sentences ended up by being cleared 
and released. All of them. 

The unpalatable truth is that after the war even 
Communist leaders in Italy decided that those involved 
with fascist crimes should be given amnesty. The fascists 
returned to politics almost immediately. No Italian 
equivalent of the Nuremberg Trials ever took place. 

This damaged the credibility of post-war institutions from 
the start. It can be argued that this failure to apply justice to 
those responsible for the Rossellis’ murder lies at the root of 
the toxic flow of violence and terrorism that hit the country 
after the war — with very few perpetrators ever convicted and 
their political accomplices still unknown. One example is the 
1980 Bologna bombing, in which 85 people were killed. And 
there were other massacres, still shrouded in mystery. 

This political and judicial dereliction of duty still poisons 
Italian society. It contributes to the drift the country has 
taken towards political and moral bankruptcy — from the 
state making deals with the Mafia to historical revisionism, 
putting fascism back on the map. e 
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Paul Jackson 


A classic history of anti-fascism in Britain has been 
updated, taking in the rise and fall of fascist groups in 
recent years, our regular analyst writes 


Tracing anti-fascism 


Anti-Fascism in Britain: Second Edition 


Nigel Copsey (Routledge, £24.99) 


hat role has the anti-fascist 
movement played in Britain? When 
did it start? And what impact has it 
had on containing the extreme right? 
The renowned historian of British 
fascism, Nigel Copsey, took on such questions in his book on 
the topic published in 2000, Anti-Fascism in Britain. Copsey 
focused on how those who opposed it defined “fascism”, 
formed networks to challenge it, interacted with each other, 
fell out, fragmented and then reformed at times when fascism 
seemed to threaten British society once again. Now he has 
brought the story up to date, with new reflections on the latest 
chapter in the saga: how anti-fascists dealt with the rise of the 
British National Party, and other groups of the 2000s, such as 
the English Defence League and UKIP. 
To study this topic, one basic question is: who are 
anti-fascists? Unlike histories that have emerged from 
the far left, such as M Testa’s Militant Anti-Fascism, that 
idealise just one type of anti-fascist activity, Copsey offers 
a more expansive approach, and sets out a “minimum” to 
define anti-fascists. 
First, for Copsey, they are those who openly identify 
as anti-fascist in some way and, second, they possess a 
“shared belief that fascism is antithetical to Enlightenment 
concepts of humanity and society”. In other words, one 
does not need to be of the far left to be an anti-fascist, 
nor do militant anti-fascists possess some authentic 
aura lacking in others who are not inclined to violent 
confrontation grounded in a vision of fighting the class 
war. Copsey recognises that a wide rage of ideologies 
embrace anti-fascism, from conservative to liberal. 
Finally, Copsey is alert to the point that fascism itself is 
something of a nebulous phenomenon for the wide variety 
of anti-fascists he has identified. He is far more interested 


14 | Searchlight 


in understanding how various groups — from the Board 

of Deputies of British Jews to Anti-Fascist Action — have 
created their own understandings of fascism and used this 
in their activities. 

The book begins with a chapter on the origins of 
anti-fascism in inter-war British society. Copsey starts 
this narrative with the Communist Party disrupting the 
inaugural meeting of the British Fascists on 7 October 
1923. The chapter then plots how, from its origins as 
a phenomenon driven by smaller bands of hardened 
activists, by the 1930s anti-fascism had become a 
phenomenon with wider appeal, especially with the rise 
of fascist leader Oswald Mosley. A second chapter picks 
up the story with responses to the hard-line antisemitism 
promoted by the British Union of Fascists in the mid-1930s 
and explores the Battle of Cable Street — a key episode 
in the history of anti-fascism in Britain. He explains how 


Copsey’s exploration of the 1980s 


and 1990s highlights more fascinating 
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anti-fascist activities 


a wide range of groups came to engage in anti-fascism, 
including the Labour Party, and looks at the development 
of the Public Order Act as a way to curb the fascists. 
Fascists were dealt an even more devastating blow by the 
state with Defence Regulation 18B in 1940, which allowed 
the internment of suspected Nazi sympathisers. Despite 
this, anti-fascist activism continued into the war years. 
Groups including the Communist Party and the National 
Council for Civil Liberties opposed the fascists, mounting 
protests against the release of Mosley from prison in 1943. 
Fuelled by awareness of the Holocaust, anti-fascism 
became an attitude that was integrated into everyday 
consciousness after the Second World War, making British 
fascism a more difficult proposition to sell to the public. While 
groups such as Jeffrey Hamm’s League of Ex-Servicemen and 
Women acted as a cover for Mosley to return to political life, 
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Copsey captures how organisations including the 43 Group 
reinvented anti-fascism in the later 1940s. Lacking a vibrant 
movement to oppose, anti-fascism waned by the 1950s. 
However, by the early 1960s when a new generation of 
fascists became active in organisations such as the British 
National Party and the National Socialist Movement 


anti-fascists were inspired to oppose extremists once again. 


The 62 Group is one of the organisations Copsey examines 
— along with the first editions of Searchlight. He moves on 
to examine how anti-fascists became a significant part of 
the story of the rise and fall of the National Front between 
1967 and 1979. 

This activism encompassed well known elements, such 
as Rock Against Racism and the Anti Nazi League, as well 
as smaller organisations. Copsey highlights these groups, 
including one calling itself the Anti-Fascist Research 
Group, founded in 1969 and led by two students, which 


issued a series of publications called Anti-Fascist Bulletins. 


The authors were anonymous at the time, but in 2014 

it was revealed that one of the students was Michael 
Whine of the Community Security Trust, which monitors 
antisemitic hate crime — a fascinating detail, and one 
example among many of Copsey carefully updating his 
original text to include new data. 

Many other groups developed at this time, from the 
Campaign Against Racism in the Media to the rise of 
Searchlight as a regular monthly publication. Copsey is 
also rightly sensitive to their different characteristics. As 
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the NF fragmented after 1979 — in part, Copsey explains, due 
to anti-fascist activism — the anti-fascist movement dwindled 
and fragmented once again. 

But Copsey’s exploration of the 1980s and 1990s 
highlights more fascinating anti-fascist activities, from the 
story of Searchlight’s mole, Ray Hill, to the picketing of the 
Polytechnic of North London in 1984, where the NF’s Patrick 
Harrington was registered as a student. Newer anti-fascist 
groups formed too, such as the far left’s Anti Fascist Action. 

With the BNP becoming more likely to win elections by 
the 1990s, anti-fascism seemed to be coming of age once 
again. Here, Copsey’s new chapter on the 2000s picks up 
the story, focusing on how groups such as Unite Against 
Fascism, Antifa and Searchlight/Hope not Hate stepped 
up to new challenges. The chapter closes with a shorter 
discussion on the role played by anti-fascists in opposing 
the English Defence League, and now also UKIP. 

Here Copsey could have given more attention to exploring 
what these newer groups, not so clearly linked to the racial 
nationalist tradition, have meant for anti-fascists. Copsey 
has updated and significantly improved what was already 
the standard historical account of British anti-fascism. But 
it cannot be considered a fully comprehensive exploration. 
There are likely to be many gaps in his history, and creating 
a full and detailed account of the largely under-studied anti- 
fascist movement cannot be achieved in a single volume. 
Hopefully, this second edition will inspire a new generation 
of historians to explore further. @ 


“For evil to triumph all 
that is necessary is that 
good people do nothing.” 


920 7833 4916 werwualorg.uk 
Unite Against Fascism, PO Box 36871, London: 
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Insight into white 
Supremacy scene 


Imperium 


Dir. Daniel Ragussis (DVD 
or Blu-Ray, 2016) 


ased on the memoirs 
of former FBI agent 
Michael German, who 
infiltrated rightwing 
extremist groups, the 
film Imperium — though based on a 
fictional narrative — is a surprisingly 
good examination of the US white 
supremacist scene and the realities of 
undercover work. 

It stars Daniel Radcliffe (better 
known for his role as Harry Potter) as 
the FBI agent who is taken away from 
desk duties to investigate an extreme 
right terrorist plot. The pressure 
on the undercover agent from the 
probably fatal consequences of being 
discovered leads to many tense scenes 
in the film. The agent has to rely 
on intelligence, psychology, quick 
thinking and verbal dexterity to avoid 
being outed as a spy. 

His physical vulnerability and 
emotional sensitivity contrasts with 
the belligerent, macho environment, 
where the threat of violence is 
constantly present. But this seems 
a largely plausible and accurate 
portrayal of the everyday realities 
of infiltration. The only doubtful 
assumption is that the agent is 
accepted so quickly into a milieu that 
is so paranoid about outsiders. 

One of the film’s main strengths is 
that it shows the variety of rightwing 
extremism. 

The undercover agent starts with a 
group of fairly stereotypical thuggish 
Nazi skinheads but before long he is 
encountering organisations clearly 
modelled on the Ku Klux Klan, the 
American Nazi Party, Aryan Nations, 
rightwing conspiracy radio shows, 
the National Alliance and, perhaps 
most chillingly of all, a clean-cut, 
well educated “alt-right” style white 
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supremacist family, serving up 
cupcakes with swastikas on top. 

Documentary footage is 
interspersed with the fictional 
narrative, which makes the film seem 
more realistic and authentic. This is 
helped by the close attention paid to 
the style, iconography, symbolism and 
ideology of the extreme right milieu. 
And plenty of background information 
is provided for context. 

Attention is also paid to the works 
of Louis Beam, who popularised the 
notion of leaderless resistance. 

The film’s title is drawn from the 
magnum opus of Francis Parker 
Yockey, the mysterious antisemitic 
extremist who committed suicide in 
prison in San Francisco in 1960 after 
a lifetime of intrigue, and one of the 
characters appears to be motivated by 
his ideas. 

This background in historical reality 
reinforces one of the film’s main 
themes — that extreme right terrorism 
is a considerable threat in the US. As 
Donald Trump, whose candidacy was 
supported by the white supremacist 
movement, begins his presidency, that 
is a chilling message indeed. e 
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Colin Jordan and 
Britain’s Neo-Nazi 
Movement: Hitler’s Echo 


Paul Jackson 
(Bloomsbury, £85) 


his new publication, 
by regular Searchlight 
commentator Paul 
Jackson, is the first 
detailed account of Colin 
Jordan, a hugely influential activist 
and ideologue, dubbed the “Godfather 
of post-war Nazism in the UK”. 
Jordan was born in 1929 to lower- 
middle class parents and grew up in 
the West Midlands. He became actively 
involved in “nationalist” politics while 
at Cambridge University, joining 
several of the far-right groups that 
sprang up during and in the immediate 
aftermath of the Second World War. 
In particular he was a regular writer 
for the British People’s Party, an 
antisemitic groupuscule led by John 
Beckett and the eccentric Duke of 
Bedford, before establishing his own 
Nationalist Club in Birmingham. 
Jordan later had a short spell in 
the League of Empire Loyalists, the 
far right ginger group on the fringes 
of the Conservative party that was a 
training ground for a generation of 
Britain’s far right activists, before 
forming a whole series of small 
extreme right groups — the White 
Defence League, the (1960s) British 
National Party and, most significantly, 
the National Socialist Movement 
(NSM). During this period, Jordan fell 
under the spell of fanatical antisemitic 
extremist Arnold Leese. Jordan was to 
become the main purveyor in Britain 
of this strand of vicious conspiratorial 
antisemitism. He inherited Leese’s 
property in Notting Hill, London, 
which became a key base for Nazi 
groups for many years and later a 
source of funding. 
Jordan’s busiest period as an activist 
was during the 1960s — he formed 
the NSM in 1962, was soon sentenced 
to prison for organising paramilitary 
group Spearhead (alongside future 
BNP leader John Tyndall) and was 
suspected, although never convicted, 
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of involvement in arson attacks on 
synagogues and assaults on political 
opponents. He was involved in several 
spurious legal cases supporting 

racist activists, was knocked onto his 
backside by future Labour Chancellor 
Denis Healey while attacking a 
meeting, and finally formed the British 
Movement (BM) in 1968. 

The BM unsuccessfully tried to 
combine a barely concealed Nazi 
ideology with electoral politics but 
was consistently overshadowed by the 
National Front. Jordan stepped down 
as leader in 1975 after a humiliating 
conviction for stealing women’s 
knickers from Tesco. 

Freed of organisational ties, 

Jordan retired to his Yorkshire 

home where, until his death in 2009, 
he concentrated on writing and 
propaganda. This is arguably his most 
lasting legacy and why he is important 
enough to warrant a detailed 
biography. His news sheet Gothic 
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Ripples, named after Leese’s earlier 
publication, contained a critical 
commentary on the far right scene, 
articles praising the Nazis, Holocaust 
denial and more sophisticated 
strategic essays on how the Nazi 
“vanguard” should develop. 

Jordan believed in Nazism as 
a genuine political religion that 
transcended national boundaries and 
much of his political activism and 
publications were aimed at supporting 
this. He corresponded and agitated 
with Nazi sympathisers across the 
world but had particularly strong 
connections with the US. These went 
back to the early 1960s when Jordan 
invited George Lincoln Rockwell, 
leader of the American Nazi Party, to 
the UK to create the World Union of 
National Socialists whose founding 
document, the Cotswold Agreement, 
is still posted on Nazi websites. 

Many of Jordan’s later writings 
on the “vanguard” marked his 


Colin Jordan, 
(centre, in 
raincoat) on 

the night of his 
wedding to French 
Nazi criminal 

and millionaire 
Francoise Dior 


disillusionment with democratic 
campaigning and an embrace of 
violence and terrorism. It was no 
surprise, therefore, that even in his 
old age he was raided by the police 
and charged on several occasions. 

The author tells this story clearly 
in a straightforward chronological 
fashion — aside from one theoretical 
chapter, which could be skipped by 
non-specialists — and the book is well 
referenced throughout. 

There is much detailed information 
here for both scholars and activists. 
The author makes particularly good 
use of his primary sources — especially 
Jordan’s own publications — and he 
offers a necessarily rich and incisive 
analysis of Jordan’s Gothic Ripples. 
Jackson also makes excellent use of 
contemporary newspaper reports, 
which provide period flavour and 
commentary. The coverage of Jordan’s 
student writings is a particularly 
impressive piece of research, as these 
chronicle the development of the 
young fascist’s thinking. 

Although it has much to recommend 
it, I do some have minor criticisms 
of the book. First, there are other 
primary sources that could have been 
examined and referenced — such as 
autobiographies by extreme right 
activists like David Myatt, Eddie 
Morrison, Michael McLaughlin and 
Terry Cooper, some of which offer 
alternative readings of the events 
described. Second, it’s a shame 
that no use is made of the letters 
from and to Jordan in a number of 
archives and collections, as these 
provide some significant additional 
perspectives. Third, despite Jordan 
being a prominent advocate of Nazi 
violence and terror, there is practically 
no analysis of his complex relationship 
with Nazi group Combat 18. 

However, this is a very important 
book that adds significantly to our 
knowledge of the evolution of the 
post-war British extreme right — a 
milieu in which Jordan’s leading 
role is now much more clearly 
delineated. The author has produced 
an impressive addition to the 
historiography of British fascism. 

This is a publication that should 
certainly be read and consulted by 
all scholars, students, journalists, 
researchers and activists with an 
interest in this area. e 
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he scene was the 
Conservative Political 
Action Conference — a 
major event attended 
by hundreds of US 
conservatives, organised by the 
American Conservative Union. In the 
recent past it had been taken over 
by Tea Party activists. But in 2017 it 
belonged to the newly installed Trump 
administration. 

Despite the appearance of president 
Donald Trump and several of his 
aides at the event, the floor belonged 
to Steve Bannon, the White House’s 
chief strategist. He pledged a fight 
to deconstruct what he called the 
“administrative state”, a term initially 
coined to describe the management 
strata that actually make government 
work. Bannon wants to do more 
than undo the power of government 
workers, however. 

Stephen Kevin Bannon was born in 
1953 in Norfolk, Virginia, to a working 
class family of Irish descent. He 
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Bannon 
laid bare 


Who is Steve Bannon, the man 
Donald Trump chose as chief 
strategist? US human rights expert 
Charles Tanner takes a closer look 


served seven years in the Navy after 
graduating from a state university, 
and then in 1985 graduated from 
Harvard Business School. He went 

to work at Goldman Sachs as an 
investment banker in the mergers 
and acquisitions department. Bannon 
became an influential film and media 
figure before he became the chief 
executive of Breitbart News. 

He made Breitbart a home for the 
so-called “alt-right” and regularly 
included white nationalists on its 
news page. After Trump dumped 
Corey Lewandowski as his campaign 
manager, he put Bannon in that spot. 
After the election, Bannon became 
Trump’s chief strategist. 

Bannon was elevated to the National 
Security Council at the same time that 
the status of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and director of national intelligence 
were demoted — although he has since 
been removed. He was named to 
“attend all of the meetings of the PC” — 
the powerful Principal’s Council. The 


director of national intelligence and 
the chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, by 
contrast, were to “attend where issues 
pertaining to their responsibilities and 
expertise are to be discussed”. 

From Bannon we expect policies 
shaped by a vision of a pending 
global conflagration with Islam and 
China, and a penchant for allying 
with religious and ethnic nationalists 
abroad. Bannon clearly expressed 
these themes in a 2014 message 
broadcast to a meeting of the rightwing 
Human Dignity Institute, held at 
the Vatican. “I believe the world, 
and particularly the Judeo-Christian 
West, is in a crisis... And we’re at the 
very beginning stages of a very brutal 
and bloody conflict...against this new 
barbarity that’s starting, that will 
completely eradicate everything that 
we've been bequeathed over the last 
2,000, 2,500 years... We’re now, I 
believe, at the beginning stages of a 
global war against Islamic fascism.” 

Bannon has also made clear that 
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this translates into a bigoted vision 
of war with Islam and China. In a 
February 2016 interview, Bannon 
depicted Islam and China as a threat 
to the “Judeo-Christian West”. He 
said: “You have an expansionist Islam 
and you have an expansionist China. 
Right? They are motivated. They’re 
arrogant. They’re on the march. And 
they think the Judeo-Christian West 
is on the retreat.” 

Bannon’s anti-Muslim nationalism 
posits Islam as a threat both abroad 
and at home. He has not displayed 
a belief in any antisemitic world 
conspiracy. But he should not be 
considered a friend of Jewish people. 

In the outline of a film he once 
hoped to produce, according to the 
Washington Post, Bannon portrayed 
“the American Jewish community” as 
enablers of Islamic Jihad. And in his 
1997 divorce proceedings, his soon 
to be ex-wife cited three different 
instances when Bannon made 
antisemitic remarks. He described a 
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private school as suffering from the 
high numbers of Jews who attended, 
and “he didn’t want his girls to be 
going to school with Jews”. Bannon 
denied he had made that remark and 
noted that his girls went to the school 
in question. To this writer, however, 
his remarks, as reported by his ex- 
wife, have the ring of truth. 


Vladimir Putin 


While criticising Russian president 
Vladimir Putin’s kleptocracy and 
imperialism, Bannon praises his 
“traditionalism” — a feature the 
Breitbart bigot acknowledges is 
influence by ideas that “metastasised 
into Italian fascism”. 

“Vladimir Putin...got an adviser 
who harkens back to Julius Evola 
and different writers of the early 20th 
century who are really the supporters 
of what’s called the traditionalist 
movement, which really eventually 
metastasised into Italian fascism. A 
lot of people that are traditionalists 
are attracted to that. 

“One of the reasons is that they 
believe that at least Putin is standing 
up for traditional institutions, and he’s 
trying to do it in a form of nationalism 
— and I think that people, particularly 
in certain countries, want to see the 
sovereignty for their country, they want 
to see nationalism for their country. 

“We, the Judeo-Christian West, 
really have to look at what he’s talking 
about as far as traditionalism goes 
— particularly the sense of where 
it supports the underpinnings of 
nationalism — and I happen to think 
that the individual sovereignty of a 
country is a good thing and a strong 
thing,” he has said. “I think strong 
countries and strong nationalist 
movements in countries make strong 
neighbours, and that is really the 
building blocks that built Western 
Europe and the United States, and I 
think it’s what can see us forward.” 


Nationalism 


Bannon offers ethnic, racial and 
religious nationalism as the solution 
to the supposed life and death battle 
between the Christian West’s and 
Islam. 

While Bannon casts his cause as a 
“centre right populist movement of 
really the middle class”, this is just 


window dressing for a nationalism 

that he acknowledges contains racial 
and ethnic elements. “Look, we 
believe...that there is a global Tea 
Party movement. We've seen that. We 
[Breitbart] were the first group to get 
in and start reporting on things like 
UKIP and [the French] Front National. 
With all the baggage that those groups 
bring — and trust me, a lot of them 
bring a lot of baggage, both ethnically 
and racially — but we think that will all 
be worked through with time... So we 
are the platform for the voice of that.” 

Bannon also claims that the “global 
Tea Party movement” had spread 
beyond Europe. “I think you’ve 
already seen it in India. Modi’s great 
victory was very much based on these 
Reaganesque principles, so I think 
this is a global revolt, and [Breitbart] 
are very fortunate and proud to be 
the news site that is reporting that 
throughout the world.” 

Bannon flirted with racial nationalism 
in an interview with Trump on the 
Breitbart News Daily Show. When 
Trump expressed concern that some 
foreign students at the prestigious Ivy 
League universities might be forced 
to leave under US immigration laws, 
and that “we have to keep our talented 
people in this country”, the Washington 
Post described Bannon’s response: 
“When two thirds or three quarters of 
the CEOs in Silicon Valley are from 
South Asia or from Asia, I think...A 
country is more than an economy. 
We're a civic society.” 

Bannon grossly exaggerated the 
number of Asians employed in the tech 
industry. According to the US Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, 
white people comprised 57% of Silicon 
Valley executives, while 36% were of 
Asian ancestry, 1.6% were Hispanic and 
less than 1% were African American. 
Nationwide, white people comprise 
83.3% of executives, while Asians 
make up about 10.6 percent. Bannon’s 
combined racial “analysis” and claim of 
the US being a “civic society” is starkly 
at odds with reality. 

But judging by the size and 
frequency of anti-Trump protests in 
the US, reality is fighting back. * 


m@ Charles Tanner is a writer at the 


Institute for Research and Education on 
Human Rights. See www.|IREHR.org 
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A Searchlight investigation has revealed the connections between key figures in anew 
Nazi network with links to US presidential adviser Steve Bannon. Gerry Gable reports 


he election of Donald 
Trump to the White 
House and his choice of 
Steve Bannon as his chief 
strategic adviser has 
raised the sound of alarm bells from a 
tinkle to a deafening crescendo. 
Bannon’s recent role as head of 
the “alt-right” news service Breitbart 
had placed him amid a world of 
international National Socialists such 
as Richard Spencer, who heads the 
National Policy Institute (NPI). Spencer 
is now banned from the UK and 


own Nazi-style “Hail Trump” greeting 

and coded language proclaiming to his 
followers that they would win because 

they are “the children of the sun”. 

This evidence of how the extreme 
right had arrived close to the 
president of the world’s most powerful 
nation prompted Searchlight to 
research and produce a 200-page 
dossier that gives an up to date insight 
into how close they have come to 
impinging on the freedom of the 
citizens of democratic countries 
around the world. 


Arktos Media started to gain an international 
profile around five years ago for reprinting old Nazi 
and race hate material. It was born out of the violent 
Swedish Nazi movement and is named after the 
Greek word for “bear” 


European countries that are signatories 
to the Schengen Agreement because 

of his links with Russian president 
Vladimir Putin’s sphere of subversive 
influence. Spencer’s UK travel ban was 
the result of Searchlight’s lobbying of 
the Home Office and his previous failed 
attempt to hold an international Nazi 
gathering in Budapest. 

TV audiences around the world saw 
Spencer addressing his followers after 
Trump’s election victory. His audience 
responded with Nazi salutes to his 
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Searchlight has existed since 
May 1964 and in recent years we 
have charted the progress of Putin’s 
subversion and those of the 130- 
plus far-right political groups in this 
country that are part of this threat. 

We have been monitoring from 
inside those whose threat is most 
evident. These are the Traditional 
Britain Group (TBG), Generation 
Identity, the London Forum groups 
that have expanded their closed 
meetings playing host to far right 


extremists from around the world, 
and the publishing operation that 
is the glue that holds the others 
together, Arktos Media. 

Our dossier has been circulated to 
the media in the UK, US and Sweden 
and is available to readers on request 
(see endnote). 

Arktos Media started to gain an 
international profile around five 
years ago for reprinting old Nazi and 
race hate material as well as new 
books for a new generation of more 
sophisticated rightwing extremists, 
especially European New Right and 
Identitarian books. It was born out of 
the violent Swedish Nazi movement 
and is named after the Greek word 
for “bear”. It was based in India from 
2010 to 2014, then moved to Sweden, 
and since 2015 has been based in 
Budapest. It is now responsible for 
organising an annual international 
Identitarian Ideas conference, the 
latest of which — the ninth — took 
place in Stockholm on 25 February. 

Arktos Media and the individuals 
associated with it have extensive 
international connections, including 
with the TBG, and most intriguingly 
with a Swedish mining company, 
Wiking Mineral AB. One of the directors 
of this company, Daniel Friberg, is also 
chief executive of Arktos. 


Wiking Mineral 


Wiking Mineral is an independent 
mineral exploration and mine 
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development company, engaging in 
the exploration and development of 
gold, and other base and precious 
metal deposits in Sweden. It operates 
in the Bergslagen and Vastervik 
areas and the Skellefte district. The 
company was founded in 2005 and is 
based in Danderyd, Sweden. 

Friberg was one of the founders 
of Arktos and was appointed as 
a director in May 2010. Between 
2010 and 2016, he held a number of 
senior positions in Wiking Mineral 
but resigned as managing director in 
February 2016 in order to concentrate 
on Arktos. At the same time he 
moved from Sweden to Budapest, 
Hungary. At the age of 21, Friberg 
was prosecuted for hate speech in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, over comments 
posted on the white supremacist 
website Options Media. He was also 
reportedly connected with the violent 
Swedish Resistance Movement and 
with Klas Lund. 

Lund, a former member of the 
Swedish Nazi group White Aryan 
Resistance, has several convictions, 
including one for bank robbery and 
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another in 1986 for manslaughter 

for killing an anti-racist campaigner, 
Ronny Landin, who intervened to stop 
an assault on three immigrants. 

In 2001, Friberg appears to 
have severed links with neo-Nazi 
groupings and shifted his attention 
to publishing, think tanks and online 
forums including Motpol.nu, the 
Nordic Association, Identitar Idea and 
most recently, Arktos. 

Friberg is not the only Wiking board 
member with far right connections. 
The main shareholder of the company 
is Patrik Brinkmann, a millionaire and 
leading figure in the international far 
right scene who, like Friberg, recently 
moved to Budapest. His Continent 
Europe Foundation includes several 
key far right activists among its 
members. He has close contacts with 
neo-fascists in Spain and Italy, as well 
as with Germany’s far right National 
Democratic Party (NPD). Until 2008, 
Brinkmann operated discreetly from 
rural Sweden. In 2008, he relocated 
his political activities to Berlin after 
paying €3.3 million for a villa in the 
Zehlendorf district in 2007, together 


Steve Bannon 
(left) and Patrik 
Brinkmann 


with his wife Svetlana. Brinkmann 
signed the purchase contract for 
the villa at a Berlin lawyer’s office 
on 26 April 2007 as a trustee of 

his wife, who is the official owner 
of the property and who also owns 
other real estate from which her 
husband profits. Before buying the 
property Brinkmann:had resolved a 
lengthy dispute with the Swedish tax 
authorities in 2006. 

Since 2004, Brinkmann has 
gathered ultra right intellectuals from 
all over Europe into his foundation, 
which until 2008 operated from a post 
box address (Box 167) in the Swedish 
town of Jonképing. Among them 
are far right professor Pierre Vial 
from France and the former adviser 
to Mikhail Gorbachev, professor 
Wjatcheslav Daschitschev. Two NPD 
activists belong to Brinkmann’s 
foundation. One, Lutz Dessau, 
who writes for the NPD newspaper 
Deutsche Stimme, is a member of 
the foundation’s directorate. Former 
teacher Andreas Molau, a member of 
the NPD’s national executive, is on the 
foundation’s board. 
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Brinkmann is also believed to be 
behind a further real estate purchase 
in Germany. In May 2007, Molau’s 
wife bought a sizeable manor in the 
Brandenburg town of Rauen for 
€200,000. The property appeared to 
have been bought to house an NPD 
training centre. Frau Molau was acting 
on behalf of an obscure Swedish firm 
that shared the same post box address 
as Brinkmann’s foundation. 

In 2011, Brinkmann re-focused 
his attention on Wiking Mineral, 
following negative publicity. Former 
Swedish government minister Sven- 
Otto Littorin joined the company’s 
board in 2012 — something that 
caused further negative press 
coverage, eventually ending with 
Littorin reporting the Expressen 
newspaper to the Swedish press 
ombudsman. 

Brinkmann moved to Budapest 
in 2014 but remained on the board 
of Wiking Mineral until 2016. In an 
open letter to the Hungarian Daily 
News, Brinkmann stated that he 
considered the Hungarian economic 
climate promising in the long term 
and appreciated the culturally 
conservative social climate, as well as 


the national conservative government. 


He also praised the rightwing populist 
party Fidesz. 
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Brinkmann was replaced on the 
Wiking board by his 22 year old son, 
Philip Brinkmann, in 2016. Philip 
Brinkmann founded the investment 
company Turul Capital Zrt in 
Budapest in 2014, with a focus on 
private equity. Like his father and 
Friberg, Philip Brinkmann lives in 
Budapest, as does John Morgan, 
Arktos’s editor, who is also a director. 

In July 2014 Patrik Brinkmann and 
his family controlled just over 50% 
of Wiking Mineral, a listed company 
with about 1,400 shareholders. 


Arktos and the TBG 


Friberg and Morgan have both spoken 
at TBG conferences. Other writers 
published by Arktos have also been a 
regular feature at these conferences, 
including Marcus Willinger and Sir 
Roger Scruton. 

TBG vice-president Gregory 
Lauder-Frost has been instrumental 
in leading this initiative and in 
2016 was appointed UK head of 
Arktos. Following this appointment 
the registered office address for all 
Arktos activities was relocated to an 
accountant’s address in Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, a 15-minute car journey from 
Lauder-Frost’s home. Intelligence 
acquired through direct conversations 
with TBG executive members in 2014 


provided strong indications that visits 
had been arranged to Budapest for 
Richard Spencer’s NPI Conference 

by TBG’s chair Louis Welcomme and 
Lauder-Frost. 

It was at this time that the TBG’s 
website administrator, Olivia 
Pistun, relinquished her position 
and was believed to have moved 
to Budapest with Morgan. Morgan 
continued to visit the UK and was 
observed at a TBG Christmas social. 
Spencer was invited to speak at the 
TBG conferences in 2012 and 2013. 
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Monitoring of social media and 
live conversations at subsequent 
TBG events indicate an ongoing 
relationship between Lauder-Frost 
and Spencer. 

Prominent individuals associated 
with the TBG also continued to 
develop their relationships with 
the NPI, in particular Matt Tait 
who attended the NPI’s Budapest 
conference in October 2014 and the 
2016 New York conference at which 
he was a speaker. 

Tait, a former British National 
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Richard Spencer 


holds forth (main 
picture). Gregory 
Lauder-Frost, 
(below left) and 
Jason Reza Jorjani 
(below right) 


Party organiser and election 
candidate, is a prominent activist 
in Generation Identity UK and co- 
founder of Western Spring, a white 
racial nationalist think tank. 

Monitoring undertaken at a number 
of TBG events between 2015 and 2016 
points to a close relationship between 
Tait and Lauder-Frost, with the two 
regularly engaging in conversation 
in a friendly and informal manner, 
sometimes at great length. 

The connections between the TBG 
and the US alt-right continued after 
2014, with Michael Cushman of the 
Southern Nationalist Network being 
invited as guest speaker at the 2015 
annual dinner. Intelligence gathered 
before the dinner revealed that 
Cushman was to be banned from 
entering the UK — which prevented 
him from appearing. 

Another link between the TBG and 
the US scene is Jason Reza Jorjani, 
an Iranian-American academic living 
in New York, who was spotted at the 
2016 TBG. Jorjani was subsequently 
appointed as editor in chief at Arktos 
at the same time that Lauder-Frost 
became its UK head. 

In January 2017, Searchlight 
established that a direct link existed 
between Arktos and Spencer in two 
further ways: the establishment 
of a new Washington DC area 
headquarters for a joint European 
and US movement to be known as the 
AltRight, and the launch by the NPI 
and Arktos Media of a joint AltRight 
website. 

The link extends to Jeremy 
Bedford-Turner’s London Forum, as 
the AltRight website posted videos 
of Jorjani at the Forum event on 
Saturday 4 February 2017. 


Bannon and the TBG 


A Breitbart Radio show, News 
Daily, on 27 May 2016 revealed a 
link between Bannon and the TBG. 
Bannon opened the broadcast and 


Oliver Lane presented the third item. 

Lane, a TBG regular and close 
friend of Lauder-Frost, is a Breitbart 
journalist specialising in terrorism 
and radicalisation. His previous 
occupations have included assistant 
lecturer at King’s College, University 
of London, where he taught applied 
classical and modern military 
strategy, researcher for Eurosceptic 
group Get Britain Out, and maritime 
and naval forces researcher for the 
Institute for Strategic Studies. 

He has also been a Conservative 
Party county council candidate, chair 
of the British Monarchist League, a 
Royal Navy midshipman, consulting 
analyst for Onsight Intelligence, and a 
researcher for The Military Balance, 
an annual review of global military 
capabilities published by Routledge. 
He follows Generation Identity 
on Twitter as well as many UKIP 
members. 


Katehon 


Searchlight has also unearthed a link 
between Lauder-Frost and a Russian 
think tank called Katehon. One of the 
members of Katehon’s supervisory 
board is Leonid Reshetnikov, a retired 
lieutenant-general in the Russian 
Foreign Intelligence Service. Another 
is Alexandr Dugin, the fascist behind 
the “Eurasia” movement who has 
close ties to the Kremlin. Dugin 

was due to attend the Stockholm 
conference on 25 February to promote 
some of his new publications. 


Stockholm conference 


February’s Stockholm Identitarian 
Ideas conference was billed as “the 
most important AltRight event in 
Europe — and possibly the World — in 
S017", 

Its long list of speakers included 
Friberg, Morgan and Jorjani (see 
publicity material, below right) and 
one of its purposes was to launch an 
English language edition of the book 
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Alexandr Dugin, a leading Russian fascist ideologue 
with links to the Kremlin, has been a key player on 
the international Nazi scene since the 1980s, when he 
attended a private far right conference in the UK. 

Today he is one of the greatest influences on the thinking 
of both Russian president Vladimir Putin and US president 
Donald Trump's adviser, Steve Bannon. 

Dugin’s new books were being heavily promoted at the 
Stockholm conference. 

Joakim “Oskorei” Andersen's book, Rising from the Ruins, gives 
a clear explanation of the conference organisers’ ethos and 
credo - and how it draws on Dugin’s ideas. 

The list of contents, which we reproduce in the extract 
below, reveals much about the preoccupations of today’s key 
players in the new Nazi network. 


Extract from Rising from the Ruins 


Foreword by Daniel Friberg [chief executive of Arktos] 


Chapter 1: The end of the twentieth century and the liberal order - Historical background to the present crisis, with a theoretical 
basis in Spengler, Turchin, Brooks Adams and several others. The liberal order is about to end, and something new is direly needed. 
Mere reforms are neither possible nor desirable, this crisis is systemic. 


Chapter 2: The demise of the toothless “Right” - Shorter analysis of the cul de sac that was the establishment right during the 
twentieth century, resulting from it distancing itself from the genuine right and its inability to confront the rebellions of 1968. 


Chapter 3: The New Left — a failed attempt — Shorter analysis of the promising critique of liberal civilization that was Castoriadis, 
Debord et al, the heavy borrowing from the genuine right and the ultimate replacement with political correctness. 


Chapter 4: The New Right — the fundament — The antiliberal perspective, metapolitics, GRECE et al. The New Right has inspired 
most of the challengers of the liberal order, in this chapter we take a closer look on the world-view and the vocabulary of this 
essential milieu. 


Chapter 5: Tidehverv and the possibilities of Re-Christianization — Shorter chapter on the danish metapoliticians of Tidehverv and 
the degeneration of liberal ”Churchianity”. 


Chapter 6: The Identitarians — Chapter on the identitarian movement, the factors behind their success and their relationship with 
the world-view of the New Right. 


Chapter 7: Casa Pound — Casa Pound as a Mannerbund and as an innovative movement. 


Chapter 8: NRx — The degeneration of libertarianism, and NRx as a necessary reaction to this. The anti-liberalism of 
Mencius Moldbug. 


Chapter 9: Duterte as global phenomenon - Chapter on the new world order where rightist and nationalist leaders are on the rise 
from India and Thailand to Poland and Hungary. 


Chapter 10: Owning the streets — Chapter on’ the importance of public space and attempts to conquer it, from EDL to PEGIDA. 
Chapter 11: The alternative right — Chapter on the alternative right, focusing on factors behind its success. 

Chapter 12: Immigrants in the new Europe — People such as Pirincci and Dieudonne and their respective functions. 

Chapter 13: Dugin and the fourth political theory — Chapter on Dugin and the role of Russia. 

Chapter 14: Trump — The God-Emperor viewed from a perspective mixing Spengler and Sam Francis. 


Chapter 15: The new century — Short summary, attempting to identify the many factors of success and reasons for optimism 
described in the previous chapters. 
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Rising from the Ruins by Joakim 
“Oskorei” Andersen (see panel, left). 
Another of the speakers in 
Stockholm was Dan Eriksson, chair 
of the EU-funded foundation Europa 
Terra Nostra and a longstanding 
Swedish Nazi leader. Eriksson 
had been propaganda chief for the 
National Democrats party in Sweden. 
When that party went into decline 
he joined the Party of the Swedes, 
previously known as the National 
Socialist Front. 


Connections 


Generation Identity has, so far at 
least, kept a low profile in the UK, 
but behind the scenes it is trying to 
build an upper-middle class core of 
future leaders and is recruiting at 
universities. Trump’s election has 
given the whole of the alt-right a 
boost. 

The extensive international 
connections of the alt-right and 
extreme right, reaching right up to the 
seats of power in the US and Russia, 
mean that the threat from the extreme 
right is now at its highest since 1945. 

The February Stockholm conference 
will be followed up in the coming 
weeks by a secret meeting in Sweden 
under the title Scenska. 

It will be attended, not by the 
hundreds of delegates who went to 
Stockholm, but by a select group of 
the most influential strategists. They 
are closely watching the progress 
of Brexit, the French presidential 
election in April and May and 
the German federal election in 
September. 

Scenska’s purpose will be to 
decide on the next steps for their 
international programme. 

Organisations such as Generation 
Identity and the TBG flourish 
through their secretive invitation- 
only meetings, featuring influential 
international speakers. Home 
secretary Amber Rudd has excluded 
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some of these individuals from 
Britain, but others are still getting 
into the country. For the sake of our 
freedom and democracy, the Home 
Office must remain vigilant, identify 
those who pose a threat, and keep 


them out. C) 


g Searchlight’s 200-page dossier 
detailing the connections in the new 
Nazi axis is available on request. 

For copies, please get in touch via 

the contact form on the Searchlight 
website at searchlightmagazine.com 
/contact-us 
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The connections 


Richard Spencer 


Friend of Gregory Lauder-Frost, speaker 
at TBG 2013 conference, NPI collaborator 
with Arktos on new AltRight website 


Jason Reza Jorjani 


Friend of and shares flat with Richard 
Spencer, collaborator with Spencer on new 
AltRight website, attendee at Traditional 
Britain Group 2016 conference and editor 
in chief at Arktos 


Gregory Lauder-Frost 
TBG vice president, head of Arktos UK 


Oliver Lane 


Leading Breitbart UK reporter, TBG 
regular, friend of Lauder-Frost 


Steve Bannon 


US president Donald 
Trump's strategic 
adviser anda 
founding member 
of the board of 

Breitbart News 


ROEM T takin IDEAS IX 


RISING FROM 
THE RUINS 


Stockholm, Sweden 
25 february, 2017 


Henrik Palmgren & Lana Lokteff, Ruuben 
Kaalep, John B. Morgan, Dan Eriksson, 
Jason Reza Jorjani, Magnus Sdderman, 

Matthew Forney, Daniel Friberg... 
More TBA 
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A tale of two | 


forums 


The secretive far right London Forum held two meetings recently. Anna Morgan 
reveals the catalogue of Holocaust deniers and conspiracy theorists who took to the 
Stage - and reports on a rather abrupt end to the first event 


he far right London Forum event that took 

place on the afternoon of Saturday 4 February 

started peacefully enough — although this 

quiet state of affairs wasn’t to last. A sizeable 

audience of about 80 had gathered in the 
Dylan conference room of the Holiday Inn near Gloucester 
Road tube station, west London. 

The usual suspects were present at the regular event 
organised by longstanding fascist Jeremy “Jez” Bedford- 
Turner, including former British National Party chief 
Richard Edmonds, Lady Michele Renouf, Peter Rushton, 
Michael Woodbridge, ex-BNP youth leader Kevin Layzell, 
Alison Chabloz, Stead Steadman and several members 
of the Polish neo-Nazi group National Rebirth of Poland 
(NOP). 

This cast was complemented by a platform of speakers 
including James Thring, Ole Dammegard, Ian Millard, 
Elizabeth Hobson, Paul Fromm, Shahin Nejad and 
Jason Jorjani — and a surprise guest, Darius Guppy, the 
millionaire Syrian former Bullingdon Club member and 
one-time close friend of foreign secretary Boris Johnson. 
This appears not to have been Guppy’s first visit to the 
London Forum. 

The regular mini-market of stalls was present with an 
unusually large display of publications from Arktos Media 
on this occasion. This overshadowed the other stalls, which 
included Liam Kernaghan’s regular “Heritage and History” 
displays, peppered with a few other revisionist publications. 


The protected confines of the London 
Forum were shaken when a large crowd 
of anti-fascist protestors, alerted to the 
event, arrived. Their chanting could 
clearly be heard inside the Dylan suite 
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Proceedings commenced with presentations by James 
Thring and Ole Dammegard. Thring — notorious antisemite 
and associate of KKK leader David Duke — is also a 9/11 
conspiracy theorist. He has previously tried to launch 
a petition to impeach Tony Blair for war crimes and in 
September 2016 he submitted a private prosecution, which 
is still awaiting permission to proceed. 

His talk on this occasion was entitled “Tony Blair, the 
Arch War Criminal” and made allusions to an international 
Zionist conspiracy underpinning aggression against Iraq. 
He subsequently argued that the invasion of Iraq was an 
act of treason against the sovereignty of the UK and on this 
basis rested his case against Blair. 

Dammegard has been described as a “continental David 
Icke”. He has an obsession with conspiracy theory, and the 
threat of the “New World Order” to create a “one-world 
slave state” underpins his thinking. Dammegard provided 
an autobiographical overview of his life and his journey 
through the quagmire of conspiracy theory so far. 

Veiled antisemitism came to the fore in Elizabeth 
Webster’s discourse on the theme of male genital 
mutilation, which suggested that “powerful unnamed 
minority interests” were behind its promotion in the west 
while female genital mutilation was being made illegal. 
The tendency within the forum not to directly reference 
the Jewish community appears to be a strategy to avoid 
finger pointing and accusations of antisemitism that could 
potentially lead to litigation outside the protected confines 
of the forum. 

But these protected confines were soon to be shaken 
when a large crowd of anti-fascist protestors, alerted to the 
meeting, arrived at the Holiday Inn, demanding that the 
event be terminated by the management. Their chanting 
could clearly be heard from inside the Dylan suite. It was 
at this point that observable anxiety was displayed by the 
organisational team, with rumours spreading within the 
meeting itself that it would soon be finished. 

Bedford-Turner was clearly concerned and engaged 


Spring 2017 


in fraught discussions with the hotel management. No 
attempt was made to alleviate this negative situation 

and communicate to the attendees what was actually 
happening. A few members of the NOP adopted a more 
provocative stance and unfurled their banner, which was 
displayed in the first floor window overlooking the crowd 
of anti-fascist protestors. It was at this point that forum 
members were advised not to leave the building, while 
the police presence inside the Holiday Inn was noticeably 
increased. 

Despite the precarious position that the forum now 
found itself in, the speakers continued to deliver their 
presentations. Ian Millard, recently struck off as a 
practising barrister for his antisemitic views, continued 
with, “The Zionist assault on freedom of expression in 
England,” which adopted the well-worn track that there 
has been a gradual suppression by the state of the right of 
individuals to express their views on a range of selected 
topics. 

Specifically, Millard went on the attack against what he 
described as the “Zionist lobby” and what he perceived as 
its abuse of Section 127 of the 2003 Communications Act 
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Ole Dammegard, 


“a continental 
David Icke” 


which he accused it of using to make “false and malicious 
accusations”. 

At various points indirect references were made by 
Millard to the case of Alison Chabloz — who is being 
prosecuted after allegedly releasing a Holocaust denial 
music video. But Millard was reluctant to comment much 
as he feared that he could be accused of being in contempt 
of court. At the time of going to press, Chabloz, who denies 
the charge, was on bail in the ongoing case. 

This did not prevent Millard from criticising in no 
uncertain terms the Campaign Against Anti-Semitism 
for progressing its case against Chabloz and other similar 
actions. He described the CAA as a small organisation but, 
most significantly, intimated that it was receiving funding 
from certain individuals whose identity remains unknown. 
This triggered Bedford-Turner to whisper quietly in the 
background, “Soros”. 

Chabloz herself was in attendance, looking decidedly 
nervous and on edge throughout the afternoon’s 
proceedings. On this occasion she failed to present her 
antisemitic cabaret act, which was placed on hold for an 
event featuring Holocaust denier David Irving later in 
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the month. This did not prevent her from distributing 

free copies of issue 1 of The Next Step: News from the 
Revisionist Front, a collaborative venture with Holocaust 
denier and fugitive Vincent Reynouard’s “Sans Concession’ 
project. We shall return to the activities of Reynouard and 
Irving later. 

A US-Iranian contingent then took to the platform, 
starting with Shahin Nejad, who spoke on the theme of 
“Making Iran great again”. Nejad is involved with the 
Iranian Renaissance movement, a rightwing nationalist 


5) 


Jorjani was the prime target of those 
demonstrating outside and the reason 
for their discontent was largely due to 
the fact that Jorjani has direct links with 
the US “alt-right” - and, in particular, 
with Richard Spencer 


movement that is critical of what it calls “Islam’s colonial 
misappropriation of Iran’s glorious Indo-European or 
Aryan heritage in the arts, sciences, and spirituality”. 

Some of the audience were surprised that the US-Iranian 
speakers were not supporters of Iranian president Hassan 
Rouhani’s regime, which gives military support to Syria’s 
president Assad. The Iranian Renaissance Movement is 
an organisation of royalists who are proud of their Aryan 
bloodline. They wish to replace the ultra-Islamic power 
structure with descendants of the former despot, Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi — though not former crown 
prince Reza Pahlavi, who now lives in the US. 

Nejad’s talk once again triggered Bedford-Turner to 
applaud this message of “enlightened nationalism” and 
he made another provocative call to those present to 
“smash globalism” and follow the path of “international 
nationalism”. 

Jason Reza Jorjani followed Nejad onto the platform and 
at this point members of the forum were perhaps thankful 
for the large police presence both in the foyer and outside 
the Holiday Inn. Jorjani was the prime target of those 
demonstrating outside and the reason for their discontent 
was largely due to the fact that Jorjani has direct links 
with the US “alt-right” — and, in particular, with Richard 
Spencer, who is currently the subject of a banning order 
that prevents him from entering the UK (see pages 20-25). 

Jorjani’s presence most likely also accounted forthe 
large display of books by Arktos as, since October 2016, he 
has assumed the role of editor in chief of Arktos Media. He 
also teaches courses on science, technology and society, 
and the history of Iran as a full-time faculty member at the 
New Jersey Institute of Technology in the US. 

Spencer has come to international prominence after 
being filmed greeting the election of the US president at 
an October 2016 conference by shouting “Hail Trump” 
from the stage while attendees gave Nazi salutes. He rents 
a “hub” for the alt-right movement in a townhouse in 
Alexandria, Virginia, which he shares with Jorjani. 
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Spencer and Jorjani’s relationship began after they 
met at the October conference, organised by Spencer’s 
National Policy Institute. The pair have now joined forces 
and identify themselves as the “intellectual leaders of the 
alt-right”. Copies of Jorjani’s recently published book, 
Prometheus and Atlas, were on sale at the conference but 
there did not appear to be many takers for this weighty 
tome. 

Jorjani’s intellectually challenging address to the 
forum was incredibly difficult to follow and much of its 
content seemed to fly above the heads of most of the 
audience, including an attempt to answer the philosopher 
Heidegger’s call “for a profoundly poetic reflection on 
the essence of technology that would mark a decisive 
overcoming of the modern age”. Digging below this 
intellectualised shield, however, Jorjani is revealed to be a 
neo-Nazi who is attempting to rebrand the popular image 
of the movement. 

As the new editor in chief of Arktos, whose links with 
the UK are now much stronger — especially since Gregory 
Lauder-Frost of the Traditional Britain Group has 
been made head of Arktos UK — Jorjani told Spencer’s 
conference, “The first principle of the Arktos worldview is 
an affirmation of the Indo-European tradition,” and later 
stated that it was those “Aryan cultures that are at the root 
of the world’s development”. 

He claims, “Our authors offer constructive criticism of 
the ill-conceived and bankrupt socio-political philosophies 
of liberalism, democracy and universal human rights. We 
draw inspiration from classical political thought such as 
that of Plato and Aristotle and seek some workable form of 
what Nietzsche called aristocratic radicalism.” 

Paul Fromm was due to speak at the forum event after 
Jorjani, but at this point the meeting was curtailed and all 
those present were provided with a police escort to exit the 
building. 

Following the debacle of this event, a second forum 
meeting, held a fortnight later on 18 February, was a 
far more low-key event. The venue on this occasion was 
the Swedish Seamen’s Church, in the Docklands area of 


Bedford-Turner acted as MC for the 
marathon four-hour event and was 
provocative throughout, calling for the 
hanging of Tony Blair -in the remote 
eventuality of the far right gaining power 


London. There was a sizeable turnout of around 70 people, 
each paying £20 which would have generated a reasonably 
substantial income for the forum even after expenses and 
fees for the participants and the costs of the venue had 
been paid. 

Simon Shepherd — a convicted antisemite from Hull 
and a former sound recording engineer — assumed 
responsibility for sound amplification alongside self- 
proclaimed anti-Zionist Melissa Caldwell. Other prominent 
activists from the far right and revisionist scene in 
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attendance included — once again — Richard Edmonds, 
Kevin Layzell, Michele Reynouf, Bain Dewitt, John Morse, 
Milton Ellis and Peter Rushton. Several members of the 
Polish NOP turned up again, including their leader, Arek 
Rzepinski and a young female activist, Maria Patriota, 
who has spoken at previous forum events. A sizable NOP 
banner was displayed in a prominent location greeting all 
those arriving at the venue. 

There was the usual array of stalls including Renouf 
selling a range of revisionist DVDs, Tom Boyd touting 
copies of Candour and other related publications from the 
AK Chesterton Trust, David Irving and his vast array of 
old and new publications (many of which remained unsold 
at the end of the event), Liam Kernaghan with copies of 
Heritage and Destiny, alongside other publications and 
a representative of the Historical Review Press selling a 
range of neo-Nazi badges, mugs and similar artefacts along 
with Holocaust denial literature. But this time Arktos 
Media was noticeably absent. 

Internal security was provided by a two-man force of 
black-clad guards whose presence had been noted at the 
previous meeting, with members of the NOP as back-up if 
required. In addition, external security was provided by a 


a call at one point for the hanging of Tony Blair — in the 
remote eventuality of the far right gaining power. The call 
for Blair’s execution was related to recent comments by 
the former prime minister in connection with rejecting the 
Brexit vote. 

This certainly had an effect, as all those present 
responded with loud applause. Bedford-Turner appeared 
to relish the fact that several of the speakers addressing 
the forum had received criminal convictions for their 
expressed views. However, he remained guarded 
throughout, and also avoided direct reference to the Jewish 


group of Millwall football hooligans, recruited by Bedford- Richard Spencer 


Turner in advance of the meeting and ensconced in a local and Jason Reza 
pub, ready to be called upon in the event of trouble. Jorjani, right. 

Bedford-Turner acted as MC for the marathon four-hour Jeremy Bedford- 
revisionist event and was provocative throughout, with Turner, below 


Spring 2017 Searchlight | 29 


community — possibly in fear of potential prosecution 
under hate crime legislation. 

If anyone wondered why Her Majesty’s constabulary 
had not been alerted by Bedford-Turner and his team 
to provide support in the event of trouble, following the 
disturbances at the previous forum meeting, the answer 
might be found in the form of the first speaker, Vincent 
Reynouard, recidivist criminal and Holocaust denier, out 
of hiding on this occasion, who is currently the subject of a 
European arrest warrant. 

Reynouard provided an overview of the events leading to 
his current personal situation. Following a one-year prison 
sentence for his revisionist views in 2010, Reynouard fled 
to England in order to evade a further two-year sentence 
for yet more Holocaust denial. In the last twelve months 
Reynouard was removed from the listings of a London- 
based agency that had provided him with employment 
tutoring London-based French-speaking students. ’ 

Despite this, Reynouard has continued to spew out video 
after video on YouTube and has collaborated with Alison 
Chabloz in preparing an English language version of his 
monthly French newsletter, The Next Step. Copies of this 
were given away free of charge at the meeting. One does 
wonder who is financing the publication of this glossy 
newsletter, considering both Reynouard’s and Chabloz’s 
current precarious financial situation. 

It was somewhat ironic to behold Reynouard spouting 
views from the high altar in this former church, something 
that many people of faith would have found offensive. 
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Vincent 
Reynouard and 
Alison Chabloz 


Obviously such people were not represented at the forum 
meeting whose attendees seemed quite content to support 
these preachers of hate in the former church, while 
swigging from bottles of beer provided by the organisers. 
Chabloz, who appears to be doing a lot of Reynouard’s 
translation work, also provided a transcript of his speech, 
which was projected during his opening presentation. 

Bedford-Turner provided a rousing introduction 
for Chabloz herself, citing her being banned from the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in both 2015 and 2016 for 
making the antisemitic “quenelle” gesture as well as 
lauding her over her court case. Never the shrinking violet, 
Chabloz responded by repeating the “quenelle” yet again, 
much to the pleasure of all those gathered at the meeting. 

What the audience got from Chabloz was a rendition 
of versions of two Edith Piaf songs — but with alternative 
words, cleverly avoiding direct reference to the Jewish 
community but signalling a position supportive of 
revisionism and its distorted call for freedom of expression 
for all. 

These two songs framed a critique by Chabloz of those 
seeking to prosecute her, in addition to a reference to her 
recent appearance in Vichy, central France, where she 
provided a musical interlude at Holocaust denier Robert 
Faurisson’s 88th birthday party. 

Chabloz spoke of her contact at this event with Yves 
Benedetti, founder of Jeunesses Nationalistes, an 
organisation similar to the neo-Nazi group National Action 
in Britain and which has suffered a similar proscription 
order in France. 

Chabloz’s comments appeared to indicate veiled support 
for National Action — something that could be in breach 
of the UK proscription order. In fact, one of several stalls 
selling far right merchandise was seen to be peddling mugs 
emblazoned with the National Action logo. 

During her performance Chabloz managed to get in a 
plug for her recent CD, Songs of the Shoah, which contains 
what she dubs “satirical songs” — songs that have offended 
many members of the Jewish community. 

Chabloz concluded her diatribe by voicing support for 
the Palestinian cause and those on the left who have been 


If anyone wondered why Her Majesty’s 
constabulary had not been alerted to 
provide support in the event of trouble, 
the answer might be found in the form of 
Vincent Reynouard, who is currently the 
subject of a European arrest warrant 


persecuted for their publicly expressed anti-Zionist views. 
This was a clear case of Chabloz masking antisemitic views 
under the veil of anti-Zionism, exploiting the Palestinian 
cause to give an edge of respectability and wider 
acceptance to a revisionist, Holocaust denial position. 

The audience expressed their support at this point in an 
outburst of antisemitic camaraderie. Among their number 


Spring 2017 


It was now time for the lu mbering For someone of his status in the closed world of the far 


right, this was a very rambling presentation, lacking in 


presence of David Irving tO -La ke the both structure and substance. He made barbed, childish 
f comments in about Lipstadt being portrayed in the film by 
stag e,to rant about the film Denial. Rachel Weisz, which don’t bear repetition. 
* ‘ : ’ There were passing references to the Holocaust and 
The film, he declare d, Was a hate crime events in the Second World War, but the lack of a clearly 
ag ain st him se lf defined structure ensured no clear message was delivered 


to the audience. Interspersed into his talk were occasional 
nostalgic reminiscences about Irving’s school days, which 


could be observed none other than renowned Holocaust for some reason prompted him to applaud the audience for 
denier and supporter of David Irving, Michele Renouf. being 100% white. 

As a footnote to Chabloz’s presentation, mention should For those present this was perhaps an opportunity to 
also be made of the bookstalls at the back of the hall, which hear Reynouard speak in public before he is finally arrested 
in addition to neo-Nazi artefacts, were also peddling a and the last chance to hear Chabloz before her court 
range of literature including Mein Kampf and various David Shayler, case concludes. Shayler’s paranoid ramblings can only 
other Nazi-era publications. the former MIS evoke pity, while Irving could benefit from a long overdue 

The far right are always vocal in criticising “unwashed operative retirement. t 


lefties”. So what were forum attendees to make of that 
figure of sartorial elegance, David Shayler, when the 
ex-MI5 operative appeared as one of the speakers? They 
seemed to warm to his performance, in which he came over 
as a paranoid, rather scruffy, conspiracy theory fantasist. 

The audience heard it all. His claims rattled on: his 
role in the investigation of IRA terrorist Sean McNulty 
in the early 1990s and the failure of MI5 to pass on vital 
intelligence preventing bombings in Britain, the 9/11 
“Truth Movement” and his view that the planes seen 
crashing into the World Trade Centre had detonation pods 
and that the attack on the Pentagon was not the result of a 
plane impact. 

Shayler appears to have mutated from the professional 
MI5 officer of the early 1990s into a conspiracy theorist 
whose arguments are underpinned by a world view 
founded upon the types of ideas promulgated in such 
antisemitic texts as The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 
Shayler also expounded on the way he had been persecuted 
by the security services since his whistleblowing activities 
of 1997, which he said had resulted in him being unable to 
gain employment and at one time being forced to “live in 
the fields”. 

The curtain then rose on Peter Phillips, architect and 
former BNP national election candidate. His election 
bid failed miserably in 2010 — and his views on Brexit 
also went down poorly, to somewhat muted applause, as 
Phillips failed to win the hearts and minds of even his far 
right associates. 

Compared with the meanderings of Reynouard, 
Chabloz and Shayler this was relatively mild fodder and 
in some ways a welcome relief to the stream of dangerous 
antisemitism that had been filling the air up to that point. 
But he still managed to get in a few “you know who we are 
talking about” digs at the Jewish community and voiced 
clear support for Donald Trump, explaining how Trump 
would deal with Brexit if he were UK prime minister. 

After nearly four hours of these warm-up acts, it was 
now time for the lumbering presence of David Irving to 
take the stage, to rant about the recent film Denial — a 
dramatisation of his failed libel case against historian 
Deborah Lipstadt after she correctly described him as a 
Holocaust denier. The film, he declared, was a “hate crime” 
against himself. 
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erry Gable at 80 


Searchlight’s longstanding editor celebrated his 80th 
birthday at an evening that brought together anti-fascist 
figures from his many decades of campaigning and research 


erry Gable’s name 

is synonymous with 
Searchlight. And the 
longtime editor did not 
waste an opportunity 
to get many of the other people 
involved in Searchlight over the years 
together with key figures in other 
areas of his life, using the excuse 

that he had become an octogenarian. 
Many of the guests at the celebratory 
party in January this year have been 
involved in the same lifelong fight 
against fascism as himself. 

Over the years, journalists, 
documentary-makers and academics 
have made use of Gerry’s expertise and 
encyclopaedic knowledge, as well as 


the vast amount of material collected 
by Searchlight, and many of these were 
present or had sent their greetings. 
Alongside the food and music there 
was time to hear from many of Gerry’s 
associates over the course of his life. 

Good wishes were sent by Michael 
Billig, author of the ground-breaking 
1979 book Fascists: A social 
psychological view of the National 
Front, which outlined the key aspects 
of the group’s fascist and antisemitic 
ideology. 

Greetings came also from 
playwright David Edgar, who wrote 
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Destiny, a play about the NF that 

had a West End run in 1977 when 

the NF won almost 120,000 votes 

in the London elections. He had 

been involved in the early years of 
Searchlight through Maurice Ludmer, 
its first editor. 

Celia Stubbs, anti-racist campaigner 
and widow of Blair Peach, the teacher 
who was killed by police in 1979 
during an anti-fascist demonstration, 
spoke of her long association with 
Searchlight, which began when 
Gerry wrote to her following Blair’s 
death. Searchlight had supported her 
30-year fight to establish how Blair 
died. Their shared aims of fighting 
fascism and racism had ensured 


their paths had continued to cross 
whether protesting outside the NF 
headquarters in Old Street, east 
London, er picketing a pub that had 
refused to serve a black customer. 
Celia said she thought “everyone in 
this room” had reason to be thankful 
to Searchlight that in terms of anti- 
fascism had been “at the forefront 
in this country and throughout the 
world”. Celia also made reference 
to Gerry’s time in television, 
when he and others had made key 
documentaries exposing corruption in 
the police and elsewhere. 


Bob Archer, joint chair of Redbridge 
and Epping Forest Together, 
described how REFT members had 
woken up one day to find a dozen BNP 
councillors had been elected in the 
outer London boroughs of Redbridge 
and Barking and Dagenham. They 
“had a job on” to respond effectively. 

This threat would not be countered 
by confrontation on the streets, but 
through reasoned arguments on the 
doorstep. A lot of work was put into 
building a broad coalition across faith 
groups and political parties. In-depth 
discussion of the content of leaflets 
was crucial to make sure that the 
messages resonated and would be 
effective in changing voters’ minds. 

The experience that Gerry had 
brought to REFT had been invaluable 
and Bob ended by saying that his 
doggedness remained “an inspiration 
to us all”. 

Cherry Sewell spoke of Searchlight’s 
support of the work and aims of the 
Greece Solidarity Campaign. Gerry had 
recognised the great threat from the 
fascist Golden Dawn party during the 
continuing economic crisis in Greece — 
and the need to support the people of 
Greece during this period. 

Paul Jackson, of Northampton 
University, spoke of Gerry’s generosity 
personally and professionally in 
working collaboratively with him and 
his colleagues. Gerry had brought the 
Searchlight archive to the university, 
where an archivist is now able to make 
it a truly accessible research resource 
that is widely acknowledged as an 
important source. 

Anton Shekhovtsov, a leading 
academic researching the far right 
in Russia and Eastern Europe and 
vice-chair of Searchlight Research 
Associates, also noted Gerry’s 
professional generosity and recalled 
how honoured he had felt when 
his first article was published in 
Searchlight. Anton said that when he 
first met Gerry at a 2011 conference at 
Northampton, Gerry’s lived experience 
as an anti-fascist had brought a 
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new dynamic — “a spirit” — to the 
sometimes dry world of research. 
Activist and campaigner Peter 
Tatchell said his association with 
Searchlight had begun in the 1970s, 
on the streets demonstrating against 
the NF. Peter said he felt Gerry was a 
“true hero of anti-fascism” and that, 
at 80 years of age, he could feel some 
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Gerry and his 


wife Sonia thank 
their guests for 
joining them at 
his birthday party 


satisfaction that many fascist groups 
had come and gone — Gerry had 
“helped to see a lot of them off”. 

He listed some major scalps: “Lady 
Birdwood, gone. John Tyndall, gone. 
Nick Griffin, gone.” Peter acknowledged 
that there were still threats from the far 
right and more work for Gerry and all 
anti-fascists still to do. 

Alf Dubs was attending a Holocaust 
Memorial Day event elsewhere but 
sent Gerry a message. “I thank you for 
all your tireless humanitarian work, 
which I know will continue, and hope 
you have a wonderful celebratory 
party,” said the former refugee, now a 


member of the House of Lords and at 
the forefront of the campaign to bring 
child refugees to Britain. 

Journalist and TV producer Geoff 
Seed also sent a message. “I’ve known 
and worked with Gerry on and off for 40 
years and I have yet to meet anyone — 
repeat, anyone — more steadfast in the 
never-ending fight against fascism and 
antisemitism than him. 

“His entire life, almost his reason 
for being, has been dedicated to this 
one aim — whether as a political 
activist, a journalist or as an educator 
who has always led from the front 
and by example. His knowledge of the 
extreme right is as unrivalled as his 
brave and personal crusade against 
it. Gerry has inspired many, many 
people, me among them and I am 
proud to call him my friend. 

“T wish him long life in which to 
continue his work in a world which, 
tragically, still abounds with hatred 
and bigotry and needs more than ever 
fighters for justice and equality such 
as Gerry Gable.” 

Leonard Zeskind, of the US-based 
Institute for Research and Education 
on Human Rights, said, “Anti-fascist 
comrades across the US join in 
congratulating Gerry Gable on his 80th 
birthday. You have been a beacon across 
the Atlantic Ocean, an uncompromising 
pillar of virtue, and a model for all of us 
to emulate. 

“Your leadership of Searchlight 
magazine for more than 50 years 
has brought honour to the British 
working classes and all people of good 
will. We remain your true friends and 
colleagues in this fight for the dignity 
of all people. Thank you for your work 
and stalwart character.” 

There were words too from Megan 
Dobney, secretary of SERTUC — but 
Gerry likes to ensure that others’ 
efforts are recognised, and he had 
quietly asked her not to speak about 
her work with him but instead to 
make a presentation to Cathy Pound, 
marking her work in coordinating the 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight. 

The evening of politics had also 
been a party, with entertainment from 
Naomi Paul and Tayo Aluko, followed 
by klezmer music and dancing. It was 
a night when guests felt privileged to 
be there celebrating with Gerry and 
his family, friends and colleagues. 
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Unions stand up 


Trade unionists gathered to discuss what they can do to combat racism inside and 
outside the workplace at a Stand Up to Racism conference. Cathy Pound reports 


elegates from across 
the labour movement 
turned out in force for a 
trade union conference 
organised by Stand Up 
to Racism (SUTR) in February. The 
event provided an opportunity for 
trade unionists to share and build 
upon the anti-racist work that they are 
involved in. 
The aim of the conference was 
to look at ways of maximising the 
capacity of the trade union movement 
to fight racism and challenge 
myths about the negative impact of 
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migration, for example in terms of 
impact on wages. A strong trade union 
movement is particularly needed in 

a climate where fear and insecurity 
are being felt in the workplace by 
black people and those from ethnic 
minorities and, in the wake of the 
Brexit vote, by EU citizens who have 
been left unsure of their future. 

In the opening session it was 
noted that the trade unions are ina 
challenging period and are operating 
in a very hostile environment when 
defending jobs and workers’ rights. 

In the UK we have experienced 


TUC race equality 


officer Wilf 
Sullivan addresses 
the conference 
plenary session 


a rise in overt race hate crimes 
following the EU referendum result. 
The flip-side, however, has been an 
upsurge of resistance, with regular 
mobilisations on the streets, often 
called at short notice but with large 
turnouts indicating that people want 
to do something to bring about change 
or at least to stand together and 
express their solidarity with migrants. 
The Home Office written statement 
of 8 February declaring an end to 
the rescue of child refugees under 
the “Dubs amendment” by the end 
of March — meaning that only 350 
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unaccompanied children would 
be allowed into the UK instead of 
the agreed 3,000 — prompted a 
vigil outside Downing Street and 
a further mobilisation calling for 
the reinstatement of the “Dubs 
amendment” plan on Saturday 25 
February. 

Speakers outlined the role of trade 
unions in challenging racism and 
discrimination and championing 
equality in the workplace. They made 
it clear that trade unions also have 
a role in campaigning for a fair and 


Draper said it was the job of trade unionists to make 


passport to receive anything other 
than emergency treatment and the 
problems that this would cause many 
people trying to access essential 
services. 

The move would not bring any 
major funds to the NHS, she pointed 
out. But it sent a message that the 
government was “protecting the NHS” 
from non-UK citizens. 

She also spoke of the discrimination 
that had always existed within the 
NHS for healthworkers and noted 
that, despite improvements, the lack 


it clear that wages are driven down not by migrant 
labour but by unscrupulous employers 


just society and have the means of 
mobilising their members and others 
around a myriad of social issues. 

Ronnie Draper, general secretary of 
the bakers’ BFAWU union, addressed 
the conference, saying, “Yes, take to 
the streets. Yes, stop UKIP.” But he 
added that there was a “bigger job 
in our towns, cities and villages” to 
challenge anti-migrant rhetoric. 

Draper said it was the job of trade 
unionists to make it clear that wages 
are driven down not by migrant 
labour but by unscrupulous employers 
and a lack of legislation. He ended 
with the good news that the BFAWU 
had recently won a case against a 
company chief executive who had 
racially abused his staff. 

Susan Matthews, chair of the black, 
Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) 
committee at Unite and a member of 
the TUC women’s committee, called 
on trade unionists and activists to 
work collectively and collaboratively, 
to “link arms” and find common 
ground to fight against racism in the 
current climate of fear and anxiety for 
EU workers in the UK. 

Ameen Hadi, from Stand Up to 
Racism in Salford, spoke of successful 
mobilisations against the far right 
and the need to counter myths about 
migration in an area where a majority 
had voted to leave the EU. 

Unison health service group 
executive member Janet Maiden 
spoke of her concern about the moves 
to make NHS patients show a UK 
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of BAME staff in higher management 
positions was still an issue that 
needed addressing. 

The conference included workshops 
on migrant workers, solidarity with 
refugees and opposing the Prevent 
agenda in education, which all fed 
back into the final plenary session. 

It was noted that having migrant 
workers active in the unions and 
self-organising would not only benefit 
the migrant members themselves 
but could improve conditions for all 
workers. There was a call for a unified 
campaign to defend freedom of 
movement. 

Delegates also highlighted the 
conditions in refugee camps around 
Europe and the critical situation 
of those refugees who have been 
dispersed from dismantled camps. 
Clare Mosley, of Care 4 Calais, pointed 
to the continued need for political 
pressure to address the issues as well 
as practical aid. “Welcome Refugees” 
groups were forming up and down the 
country, the conference heard. 

Education trade unionists noted 
that many teachers and lecturers from 
EU countries had received letters 
suggesting that they get ready to leave 
their employment as their future in 
the UK is uncertain. 

The National Union of Teachers 
has also warned against Islamophobia 
and has called on the government 
to “withdraw the Prevent strategy in 
regard to schools and colleges and to 
involve the profession in developing 


Naima Omar 
of Student SUTR 
speaks to the 
conference 


alternative strategies to safeguard 
children and identify risks posed to 
young people”. 

TUC race equality officer Wilf 
Sullivan, speaking in the closing 
plenary, said it was time to stand up 
and fight. He acknowledged that it 
was easy to have a reason why we 
could not come out and campaign but 
that we needed to stand together now 
in numbers. 

Paul Jenkins of Unite Against 
Fascism outlined the rise of the far 
right throughout Europe and the need 
for us in the UK to continue a united 
front against the far right and a strong 
anti-fascist strategy. 

All speakers, including SUTR joint 
secretary Weyman Bennett, who 
ended the conference with a rallying 
call, urged people to join the UN 
Anti-Racism Day demonstration 
on Saturday 18 March and to 
mobilise within their workplaces and 
communities to make this the largest 
turnout to date. 

Trade unionists left the conference 
knowing that there are still tough 
times ahead but that getting together 
and sharing initiatives can help to 
build a broad-based campaign to 
defend freedom of movement and 
challenge the myths surrounding 
migrant workers. e 


m Stand up to Racism 
standuptoracism.org.uk 
Care 4 Calais care4calais.org 
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Fundraising dinner in aid of © 
Medical Aid for Greece 


Saturday 13 May, 7.30pm 


Fabulous buffet dinner, live 
bouzouki music and raffle 


Cypriot Centre, Earlham Grove, Wood Green, London N22 SHJ 


Book your tickets at £30, or book a whole table 


Email: greecesolidarity@gmail.com with your booking or for more details. 


Send cheques made payable to ‘Medical Aid for Greece’ to Greece Solidarity Campaign, 
Housman’s Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 9DxX, or pay direct: to Medical Aid for 


Greece A/C 20307259 Sort Code 60-83-01 


The Greek people need our solidarity. They are dealing with two extreme humanitarian crises 

and have stepped up with inspiring selflessness, determination and courage. Nine years of the 

~ severest austerity measures have led, despite fierce resistance, to 24% unemployment, 50% youth 
unemployment, wages cut by 25% and pensions cut by more than 45%, recurring tax rises, huge 
spending cuts in education and health, 28% of children living in poverty. Mental illness has doubled 
and suicides have risen by 35%. 


The grassroots solidarity movement has developed a social solidarity network of free health clinics 
and pharmacies, community kitchens, food markets without middlemen and employment projects. 
These are run by volunteers and organised by inclusive democratic assemblies. 


The solidarity clinics and pharmacies serve the people who cannot get help from the ruined Greek 
health system. They also serve the 60,000 refugees stranded in 
Greece with the closure of the northern Balkan borders in 2016. 
Half of the refugees are children. In Athens, all primary care clinics 
were closed and the hospitals, whose budgets were cut by 50%, 
are overwhelmed. Basic medical supplies have run out; staffing 

is Critically low. The Greek people have welcomed the refugees 
and tried to meet their needs with warmth and generosity, sharing GREECE 
what little they have. The volunteers now work double shifts, at the SOLIDARITY 
solidarity structures and with the refugees. Our solidarity is needed! 


